Writing Curriculum with the ALM Model - Guidelines


Guidelines for Writing Curriculum with the ALM Model
For each unit include:

1.  Unit Title:   Exploring Endangered Species

2.  Brief Introduction including purpose and grade level:  
     In this unit primary gifted students will select and research a specific endangered animal, understand the relationship
     between man’s actions and animal survival, and develop a campaign (presentation) designed to influence others to
     protect and save their animal.
3. Major Concepts:  species, habitat, interconnectedness, campaign, influence

4. Educational Standards addressed:  
    National Science Standards (list those addressed),  
    National Language Arts Standards 
    and National Technology Standards  (ISTE)  (etc.)
5 Desired Outcomes: 
   At the end of this unit, students will understand the meaning of “endangered species” and what  

   underlying factors cause them to be endangered. They will be able to explain habitat, geographic location,  

   interconnectedness,  . . . . 

6. Pre-assesment/Post Assessment
    Before the unit the teacher will assess the background knowledge of students in a general discussion. Final 
    assessment will consist of evaluation of elements and understanding of concepts demonstrated in a final student 
    presentation.
7. Teaching and  Learning Strategies:
    Students will be taught some required skills as whole class, but many skills will be reinforced and practiced one-to-one
    as needed. The students will learn to collect and organize basic research questions and data, write a persuasive 
    statement, create a slogan, create a digital poster using Excel, and to create a quality presentation for an audience. 
    Vocabulary will be discussed to support learning. The teacher’s role will be that of a guide. 
8. Major Resources
    Online databases of endangered animals and selected online resources on specific animals 

    Print materials
    Samples of slogans 

    Folders and notecards or paper for data collection and organization (some teacher prepared)

    Computer access for Excel posters, and props and student created materials for presentation
9. Extension Activities and Modifications (providing for individual needs)
    Students with less expertise in using the computer will need assistance from the teacher, or peer assistance.

    Some students may need more scaffolding when completing their research project or locating information.

    Some students may have a strong fund of knowledge on the subject and should be allowed to tackle a more difficult 

    level of study.

    Extend the unit to provide an opportunity for real action in the community or world – through donations, or action.

    Research organizations that have been created to support endangered animals or habitats.
10.  For each level of the ALM Model on the grid:

         Two ideas, including content, process and product, for each area of the grid in each of the four levels of the

         model.  (Orientation, Individual Development, Enrichment, and Seminars) 
Sample Grid:  Individual Development Dimension
	Content Area
	Learning Skills
	Technology
	College/Career
	Organizational
	Productivity

	Endangered Species

1.
	Select a resource and find a copy of the Endangered Species Act. Write a definition of “species” in their words, then in your own words.
	Using a search engine, locate information about one endangered species, including scientific name, habitat, geographic location, and general information.
	List at least 3 jobs you might have if you were working with or for preservation of endangered species. Describe each job.
	Create a research folder designed to organize the information you are collecting. 
	Design a poster with a picture and a slogan designed to promote your endangered animal.

	2.
	Create a list of at least 5 possible reasons that any species may have become endangered, such as habitat destruction.
	Locate a photo of your animal online, download and save, and use it to create a poster in Excel.
	Discover what kind of training or education you would need for working with or for endangered animals.
	Using note cards or the computer, keep a bibliography of your resources.
	Write an essay to present to an audience that supports reasons and methods to protect your endangered animal.


